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Introduction 

 
 
Acts 19:23-41 23 About that time there arose no little disturbance concerning the Way. 24 For a 

man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought no little 

business to the craftsmen. 25 These he gathered together, with the workmen in similar trades, 

and said, “Men, you know that from this business we have our wealth. 26 And you see and 

hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned 

away a great many people, saying that gods made with hands are not gods. 27 And there is 

danger not only that this trade of ours may come into disrepute but also that the temple of the 

great goddess Artemis may be counted as nothing, and that she may even be deposed from 

her magnificence, she whom all Asia and the world worship.”  28 When they heard this they 

were enraged and were crying out, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 29 So the city was 

filled with the confusion, and they rushed together into the theater, dragging with them Gaius 

and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul's companions in travel. 30 But when Paul 

wished to go in among the crowd, the disciples would not let him. 31 And even some of the 

Asiarchs,5 who were friends of his, sent to him and were urging him not to venture into the 

theater. 32 Now some cried out one thing, some another, for the assembly was in confusion, 

and most of them did not know why they had come together. 33 Some of the crowd prompted 

Alexander, whom the Jews had put forward. And Alexander, motioning with his hand, wanted 

to make a defense to the crowd. 34 But when they recognized that he was a Jew, for about 

two hours they all cried out with one voice, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 35 And when 

the town clerk had quieted the crowd, he said, “Men of Ephesus, who is there who does not 

know that the city of the Ephesians is temple keeper of the great Artemis, and of the sacred 

stone that fell from the sky?6 36 Seeing then that these things cannot be denied, you ought to 

be quiet and do nothing rash. 37 For you have brought these men here who are neither 

sacrilegious nor blasphemers of our goddess. 38 If therefore Demetrius and the craftsmen with 

him have a complaint against anyone, the courts are open, and there are proconsuls. Let 

them bring charges against one another. 39 But if you seek anything further,7 it shall be settled 

in the regular assembly. 40 For we really are in danger of being charged with rioting today, 

since there is no cause that we can give to justify this commotion.” 41 And when he had said 

these things, he dismissed the assembly.  
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“Paul, in his preaching of the gospel, always took on and challenged the idols of the culture, 

the idols of the people’s hearts. Therefore, you can’t really minister the gospel in a life 

changing way unless you also, like Paul always did, discern, and expose, and challenge the  

idols of your place.”  (Tim Keller) 

 

 

 
Discerning Idols 

 
 
There is transformation that is connected to dealing with idols. 
 
 
The issue is heart idols. 
 
 
 passages – Ezekiel 2, Jeremiah 2, 3 Hosea 
 
 
 The metaphors 
 
 
  Spiritual adultery – we love our false gods 
 
 
  Political adultery – we serve our false gods 
 
 
  Religious adultery – we look to our false gods to save us 
 
 
An idol is anything in your life that is so central to your life that you can’t have a meaningful 
life without it. 
 
 
 If you have it, then you feel that your life has meaning and value. 
 
 
 If you don’t have it, then you feel that you can’t go on. 
 
 
An idol is not necessarily a bad thing. 
 
 
When a good thing, becomes an ultimate thing, that’s a bad thing. 
 
 
 



Exposing Idols 
 
 
Exposing an idol means to show that it can’t deliver what it promises to deliver. 
 
 

Isaiah 55:1-3 Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no 

money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

2  Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that 

which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight 

yourselves in rich food. 3  Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may 

live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for 

David. 

 
 
Exposing idols means that we must consider and confront various types of idols. 
 
 
 Personal idols 
  
 
  Money 
 
 
  Romance 
 
 
  Children 
 
 
 Religious idols 
 
 
  Truth 
 
 
  Gifts 
 
 
  Morality 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 Cultural idols 
 
 
  Education 
 
 
  Sports 
 
 
  Politics 
 
 
 

Destroying Idols 
 
 
When idols are exposed it is dangerous. 
 
 
Through idols, the powers of darkness control us. 
 
 
Jesus died for this – to defeat the powers of darkness that are behind our idols 
 
 

Colossians 2:15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, 
by triumphing over them in him.  

 
 
 Objectively 
 
 
  Jesus overcame the powers of darkness. 
 
 
  Jesus took the punishment for our spiritual adultery. 
 
 
 Subjectively 
 
 

“We worshipped our way into this mess and we’re going to have to worship our 
way out.”  (Paul Tripp) 

 
 

I must worship and pray and sing and read and think the gospel deep into my 
heart. 

 
 
 
 
 



20 Idol Crushing Questions by Tim Keller 

(Counterfeit Gods: The Empty Promises of Money, Sex, and Power, and the Only Hope that 
Matters) 

 

“Life only has meaning/I only have worth if… 

1. I have power and influence over others.” (Power Idolatry) 

2. I am loved and respected by _____.” (Approval Idolatry) 

3. I have this kind of pleasure experience, a particular quality of life.” (Comfort idolatry) 

4. I am able to get mastery over my life in the area of _____.” (Control idolatry) 

5. people are dependent on me and need me.” (Helping Idolatry) 

6. someone is there to protect me and keep me safe.” (Dependence idolatry) 

7. I am completely free from obligations or responsibilities to take care of someone.” 
(Independence idolatry) 

8. I am highly productive and getting a lot done.” (Work idolatry) 

9. I am being recognized for my accomplishments, and I am excelling in my work.” 
(Achievement idolatry) 

10. I have a certain level of wealth, financial freedom, and very nice possessions.” 
(Materialism idolatry) 

11. I am adhering to my religion’s moral codes and accomplished in its activities.” (Religion 
idolatry) 

12. This one person is in my life and happy to be there, and/or happy with me.” (Individual 
person idolatry) 

13. I feel I am totally independent of organized religion and am living by a self-made 
morality.” (Irreligion idolatry) 

14. My race and culture is ascendant and recognized as superior.” (Racial/cultural idolatry) 

15. A particular social grouping or professional grouping or other group lets me in.” (Inner 
ring idolatry) 

16. My children and/or my parents are happy and happy with me.” (Family idolatry) 

17. Mr. or Ms. “Right” is in love with me.” (Relationship Idolatry) 

18. I am hurting, in a problem; only then do I feel worthy of love or able to deal with guilt.” 
(Suffering idolatry) 

19. my political or social cause is making progress and ascending in influence or power.” 
(Ideology idolatry) 

20. I have a particular kind of look or body image.” (Image idolatry) 
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